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and all without the glamor that rests upon the brows of suc-
cessful military chieftains.

Of Mr. Lincoln's predecessors in the Presidential office,
two only, Washington and Jefferson, can be regarded as his-
torical persons in a large view of history. The author of the
Declaration of Independence is so identified with the history
of the country that that history cannot outlast his name and
fame.

As the author of that Declaration and as the exponent of
new and advanced ideas of government, Jefferson was elected
to the Presidency, but his administrations, excepting only
the acquisition of Louisiana, were not marked by distin-
guished ability, nor were they attended or followed by results
which have commanded the favorable opinion of succeeding
generations.

Washington had no competitors. The gratitude of his
countrymen rebuked all rivalries. He was borne to the Presi-
dency by a vote quite unanimous, and he was supported in
the discharge of his duties by a confidence not limited by the
boundaries of the Republic.

It is only a moderate exaggeration to say that when Mr.
Lincoln was nominated for the Presidency, he was an un-
known man; he had performed no important public service;
his election was not due to personal popularity, nor to the
strength of the party that he represented; but to the divisions
among his opponents.

In 1862, when eleven hostile States were not represented in
the Government, the weakness of the administration was such
that only a bare majority of the House of Representatives
was secured after a vigorous and aggressive campaign on the
part of the Republican Party. Thus do the circumstances and
incidents of the formative period in Mr. Lincoln's career il-
lustrate and adorn the events that distinguished the man, the
party and the country.